[bookmark: _Toc137031731][bookmark: _Toc137031855]Activity 3: The importance of regular cleaning, preparation and maintenance of equipment
Regular, effective cleaning and preparation of work areas and equipment, and the maintenance of equipment, is important in all workplaces. But it is of particular importance in areas where the risk of contamination is high and/or accurate practical results are required. 

In your group, research one workplace (some ideas are suggested below) and present your findings as a written report for the management of the workplace, which can be used as a resource to illustrate the importance of cleaning, preparation of work areas and maintenance of equipment. You may also wish to choose a specific piece of machinery/equipment, and research how it is maintained to use as an example in your report.

· What are the health and safety risks to workers? (For example, contamination, spread of infection, production of toxic/dangerous by-products.)
· How could invalid results be produced? (For example, contamination/cross-contamination of environmental samples or reagents.)
· Are working practices inefficient? (For example, preventing down time, being ready for an emergency)
· Is there any specific equipment which is likely to be damaged? (For example, tubes could become blocked/measurements may not read accurately.)Useful websites: 
· Care homes: www.infectionpreventioncontrol.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CH-21-Safe-management-of-care-equipment-April-2023-Version-3.00.pdf; www.infectionpreventioncontrol.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/CH-24-Safe-management-of-the-care-environment-April-2023-Version-3.00-1.pdf
· Adult social care settings: www.gov.uk/government/publications/infection-prevention-and-control-in-adult-social-care-settings/infection-prevention-and-control-resource-for-adult-social-care 
· Healthcare settings such as GP/Dental surgeries (see section 6): www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/B0271-national-standards-of-healthcare-cleanliness-2021.pdf 
· Maintenance of equipment: www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/gps/gp-mythbusters/gp-mythbuster-34-maintenance-medical-equipment 

The template on the next sheet is a suggestion of one way you can present your findings.
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Workplace: _______________________________________________
	Health and safety risks

	




	Invalid results

	

	Inefficient working practices

	

	Damage to equipment

	



	Other factors
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